
                                         

         

                             Hosanna! Blessed is the He  

                   Who comes in the name of the Lord!  

      Saint Monica Parish  
 

 

                                                       Catholic Community of Wyoming & West Wyoming  
                                                       363 West 8th St., West Wyoming, Pa. 18644  

 
 

Parish Staff                   + + + Mass Schedule +  + + 
 

   Reverend Peter A. Tomczak, Pastor       Saturday Vigil Mass  4:00 PM 
   Reverend Mr. William Jenkins, Deacon       Sunday Morning Mass         8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
   Mr. John Romani, Parish Council Chairman     Monday Morning Mass        8:00 AM 
   Mrs. Mary Jean Vikara, Religious Education     Tuesday Morning Mass        8:00 AM 
   Mrs. Nancy Beccaloni, Parish Secretary      Wednesday Morning Mass    8:00AM  

               Friday Afternoon Mass      12:10 PM 
                (Adoration following Mass - Benediction 6:30 PM) 

 **************************** ******* ********     

            Contact us                    ********************************* ****** *****  

   Phone:   570-693-1991                    Parish Office Hours: 
   Fax:      570-693-1399                Tuesday, Thursday & Friday                           
   Email:   363monicast@comcast.net                  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM       
   Website:  stmonicanepa.com                              

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement ï The Parish of Saint Monica, grounded in the Sacraments and Gospel of Jesus Christ, is called  

to serve by using God's gifts of time, talent, and treasure to inspire evangelization and provide for those in need. 
 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 
April 9, 2017

Parish Membership - New members are always welcome. Please call the Parish Office to register.  Membership is necessary for 
anyone in our Religious Education & Sacraments Programs as well as anyone wishing to be a sponsor for Baptism & Confirmation  
Sacraments -  
     Baptism - Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
     Confession - Saturday, 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM or by appointment. 
     Marriage - Diocesan Policy requires a six-month advance notification to the priest & participation in Pre-Cana Instruction.  
 

Prayer Group - Thursday evenings 7:00 PM in the Church Hall.  
 

Religious Education - Youth Program Sunday, 9:45 AM dismissal 10:45AM; IC Adults Wednesday, 6:00 PM.  
 

Diocesan Catholic Schools - Elementary or High School for information call 714-9610.  
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick Ù Please call the Parish Office for visitation & Sacrament of the Sick, at home, in the hospital or    
                  Health Care Facility.  Local hospitals do not provide pastors with names of hospitalized parishioners.  
 

Bereavement Committee - Meet the second Monday of the month.  Joanne Austin coordinator 288-6785.  
 

Senior Citizens - Meet the first & third Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the Church Hall.                      FEED  
 

Christian Society - Meet the first Monday of the month after the 8:00AM Mass.                                                         MY  
   

Pregnancy Help - 24/7 call 1-800-723-8331 or 570-826-1819.              SHEEP  
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   +   Mass Schedule   +
 

    Holy Week Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, April 10                    8:00 AM ï Mary&Joseph Rutkowski 

                          by Bernadine & Family 
 

Tuesday, April 11                      8:00 AM ï Nancy Michaels 
                          by JoAnn Kwasny 
 

Wednesday, April 12                8:00 AM ï Charlotte Romanowski 
                                by Pointon Family 
                             

                             

Thursday, April 13               7:00 PM ï Intention Pastor 
                                                                                             by Parishioners 
 

Good Friday              1:30 PM ï Communion Service 

                     with Veneration of the Cross 
 

Saturday, April 15                     8:00 PM ï Easter Intentions 
                                                                                             by Parish 

Sunday, April 16             8:30 AM ï Intention Parish 
 

                           11:00 AM ï Easter Intentions 
                                                                                             by Parish 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + ++ + 
 

Ministry Schedule   
Holy Saturday ï 8:00PM 

Easter Sunday- 8:30AM & 11:00AM  
 

Eucharistic Minister  

8:00 PM ï Deacon, Kelleys 

8:30 AM ï Deacon, Krispin, Celgelka 

       11:00 AM ï  Deacon, Lewko, Maslousky, Wyatt 
 

Lector 

8:00 PM ï Romani, Smith 

8:30 AM ï Lisewski, Parra 

11:00 AM ï Kwasny, Ruiz 
 

Acolyte 

         8:00 PM ï Wycoski, Sanfilippo, Heck 

8:30 AM ï Crane, Parra, Janosky 

  11:00 AM ï Dominicks, Maywood 
 

Greeter 

8:00 PM ï  Stahley, Romani, Piszak 

8:30 AM ï Krispin, Casarella  

11:00 AM ï Kwasny, Kruszka, Begliomini 
 

***************************************************************************************************************************** *******  
 

Sanctuary Candle  
 
 

April 9 -April 15 ï Holy Week Conversions by Parishioner 
 

 

April 16 -April 22 ï EJ Woolard by Family 
 

 

April 16 -April 22 ï Saint Monica Parishioners 
 

Requesting the Sanctuary Candle or donating the Bread and 

Wine is a wonderful way to honor your loved one.   

It may also be offered in honor of a special occasion, 

intention or in thanksgiving.  Please call the Parish Office for 

available dates and details.  God, bless you! 
 
 

Bread & Wine for April  ï  Ralph & Lola Amantea by Family 
 

**************************************************************************************************** *******************************  
 

Weekly Offering    April 1 & 2 , 2017 
 

 

   Collection $5,837.20 
 

   Diocese  $365.50 
 

 

 

Thank you and may God bless your generosity!!!    

 

 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Ministry Schedule  

Holy Thursday ï 7:00PM / Good Friday ï 1:30PM 
 

Eucharistic Minister  

TH 7:00 PM ï Deacon, Kelleys 

FR 1:30 PM ï Krispin 

Lector 

TH 7:00 PM ï Romani, Smith 

FR 1:30 PM ï Yanora, Austin 

Acolyte 

        TH 7:00 PM ï Wycoski, Sanfilippo, Heck 

FR 1:30 PM ï Rowlands, Potter 

Greeter 

TH 7:00 PM ï  Stahley, Romani, Piszak    

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
Fifth -Grade Lenten Class Project 

Children in our fifth grade were asked to bring clothing, that 

they had outgrown, to donate to Saint Johnôs Kidôs Closet in 

Pittston.  As you can see by their smiling faces it was a 

tremendous success!  What a great example of what it means 

to live out our Lent by giving to those in need.  God, bless 

you guys for your active charity and cheerful giving.     

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +      

       

      Easter Egg Hunt  
 

Holy Saturday, April  15, 2017 
 

           Time:  10:00 AM  
 

 Saint  Monica CCD Center  
 

 All Children up to 4 th  grade  
 

      In case of bad weather,  
        the hunt will be held  
               in the school.  

       

 

 



Did You Know???          
 

1. The Light is on for You Monday evenings in 

Lent; 5:30PM to 6:30PM at Saint Monica Church. 
 

2. Save the Date ï Our Third Annual Menôs 

Conference; is scheduled this year for Saturday, May 6th.   
 

3. Adoration held each Friday after 12:10 Mass until 6:30. 
 

4. Our Prayer Group continues Thursday evenings at 7:00 

PM in the Church Hall.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

5. Mark your Calendar  - First Holy Communion at Saint 

Monica will be Sunday, May 7th at 11:00AM Mass. 
 

6. A Deanery Penance Service will be held at St. John the 

Evangelist Church, Pittston, Monday, April 10th at 7:00PM. 
 

7. Parish Bake Sale will be held on Palm Sunday weekend, 

April 8 & 9.  See bulletin for details. 
 

8. Easter Egg Hunt on April 15.  See bulletin for details. 
 

9. Traditional Easter Basket Blessing will be on Holy 

Saturday, April 15th at 1:00PM. 
 

10. Rice Bowls should be handed in by Holy Saturday. 
 

11. Gluten Free Hosts are now available for those who 

cannot receive the regular host. Please let Father know your 

need before Mass.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Saint Monica Parish Bake Sale - 
Saint Monica Christian Society will be 

sponsoring a Bake Sale on the weekend of 

April 8 & 9, Palm Sunday weekend.  

Please support this important fund raiser 

by donating baked goods or buying goodies that weekend.  

Donations are greatly appreciated.  Please see bulletin 

insert.  Extra forms can be found in the church hall.  
 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 
 
 

Third Annual Catholic Men's Conference 
Who is She that comes forth as the morning 

rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 

terrible as an army set in battle array? 
 

 

The Conference will be held on Saturday, May 6, at 

King's College in Wilkes-Barre. The theme is,  

ñBe A Man: Mary's Call to Battleò, inspired by this 

year's centenary celebration of Our Blessed Mother's 

appearances at Fatima. A trio of outstanding speakers has 

been booked: Father Andrew Apostoli, CFR, Steve Ray 

and Matt Fradd.  Registration is available via the 

conference website: www.BeAManconference.com. For 

more info or to volunteer, please call or email Michael 

Kilmer746-0100 or mkilmer@thekilmergroup.com 
   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 

 

 

 

       We adore Thee O Christ and we bless Thee 

     Because by Thy Holy Cross 

    Thou hast redeemed the world! 
 

 
 

 

 

Hosanna !  Blessed is He who  
comes  i n the name of the Lord!  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

The Light is on for You An opportunity for  

Confession each Monday evening 5:30 to 6:30PM  

at Saint Monicaôs during Lent. 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +   

 

Fridays during Lent    Mass will remain at its 

usual time of 12:10PM.  Eucharistic Adoration 

will continue immediately after Mass and during 

Lent will be extended to 6:45PM with 

Benediction. Stations of the Cross will begin 

shortly after at 7:00PM. 

Stations of the Cross ï Acolyte Schedule 
April 14:   Dominicks, Hindmarsh 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Lenten Regulations - Good Friday, is a day of 

fast and abstinence. The Fridays of Lent are days 

of abstinence.  All the faithful who have reached 

the age of 14 are obliged by the law of abstinence. 

On a day of abstinence, no meat may be eaten by anyone 

obliged by this law.  All the faithful from the age of 18 to the 

beginning of their 60th year are obliged by the law of fast. 

On a day of fast, those obliged by this law may eat only one 

full meal and two partial meals unless dispensed or excused. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

"Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza" program for 

children and adults on Sunday, April 30 from 

3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Elm Park United Methodist 

Church, 712 Linden Street in Scranton.  Come 

and learn about the many different types of sounds the organ 

can make, and listen to some music played on the church's 

two pipe organs!  Those who play the piano are encouraged 

to bring music to play on the organ.  Pizza will be served at 

the end of the day's activities.  The event is informal, free of 

charge, and open to all.  Please register online at 

www.agopane.org.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Variety Bingo will be held at St. Elizabeth  

Seton Parish, 116 Hughes St., Swoyersville, 

on Sunday, April 23, 2017, in the school 

gymnasium.   Doors  open at 12:30pm and 

Bingo begins at 1:30pm.  Admission is 

$5.00.  Lunch, Bake Sale, Instant Bingo, Door Prizes, 

and Basket Raffles will be available.  All are Welcome! 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
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Thank you, to all who fund our Parish by advertising in our bulletin; please support our gracious sponsors!

  

B ednarski Funeral H ome 
Joseph & Jacqueline Bednarski 

Funeral Directors 
 

Traditional & Cremation Services 
 

                       168 Wyoming Avenue 

                       Wyoming, PA 18644 

                                   570-693-3851 

 
 
 

Dennis Law Offices 

 
Laura C. Dennis, Esq. 

843 Exeter Avenue 
West Pittston, PA  

Auto Accidents, Wills, 

DUI, Real Estate 
Free Consultations     570-650-LAW1 

House Calls for disabled          (5291) 
 

 
 

 

Threads by Voisin 
 

 
 

Custom Dress Making 

                and Alterations 
 

 

Dresses for all  

Occasions including 

Communion Dresses 

 
316 Wyoming Avenue 

Wyoming, PA 18644 

(570)591-3180 

 
 
 
 

Metcalfe Shaver Kopcza 
 Funeral Home Inc. 

Joseph A. Kopcza III, Supervisor 
 Pre-need/Pre-Financial Funerals - Cremation Services 
 
 

           504 Wyoming Avenue                     
            Wyoming, PA 18644 
                 570-693-1130 
 

    Joseph P. Gilroy 
Real Estate 

 

John T. Piszak 

Realtor 

 
570-288-1444 

570-313-8586 

 
230 Wyoming Avenue 

Kingston, PA 18704 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please listen & support 

local Catholic Radio! 

To make a donation 

call 570-287-4670 

 

     Mini Motors Inc. 
              Total Car Care 

 
 
 

AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS 
 

2006 Wyoming Avenue, Wyoming PA 18644 
 

570-287-5387 or 570-654-7787 
 

Your one stop auto service center! 
Now available: 4-wheel alignment,  

PA State Safety & Emission Inspection,  
Brakes, Tune-up Transmission Service,  
Belts, Hoses, AC System Diagnostics 

 

 

B.M. M. Ed 

 
Studio of Piano, Voice,  

Flute and Guitar 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

570-288 -4006  

 

If you would like to 

place an ad for your 

business or memorial 

of a special date or 

person, please call the 

Parish Office for 

details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1442 Wyoming Avenue 

Forty Fort, Pennsylvania 18704 
 

www.wroblewskifuneralhome.com 
 

      Aaron W. Pletryka              Thomas B. Wiedlich 
        Licensed Supervisor                      Funeral Director 
 

 

ñA Tradition of Providing Elegant Funeral Servicesò 
 
 

Traditional Funeral Services and Cremation Services 

Pre-Arranged and Pre-Financed Funerals 

 

Dileoôs Service Center 
Domestic & Foreign  

Auto Specialist 

 

 
 

 

 

Major or Minor Repairs 

A.S.E. Certified  

Master Mechanic 
 

440 Wyoming Avenue 

Wyoming, PA 18644 
 

570-693-0467 
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Catholic Kids                             
Palm Sunday  
  Coloring Page  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



Blessed Easter Basket 
 

 
 

 

 

PASKA - The Easter Bread  
A sweet, yeast bread rich in eggs, butter, etc. Symbolic of Christ Himself who is our True Bread. Usually a 

round loaf baked with a golden crust decorated with a symbol indicative of Christ. Sometimes a cross of 

dough is placed on top encircled by a plait giving it a crowned effect, or Greek abbreviations for the name 

of Christ. The letters XB indicate the Slavonic for "Christ is Risen." 

 

CHEESE (Hrudka or Sirets, pronounced - hrood-ka or si-rets) A custard-type cheese shaped into 

a ball having a rather bland but sweet taste indicative of the moderation that Christians should have in all 

things. Also, creamed cheese is placed in a small dish and both are decorated with symbols made of cloves 

or pepper balls. 

 

HAM (Sunka - pronounced shoon-ka) The flesh meat popular with Slavs as the main dish because 

of its richness and symbolic of the great joy and abundance of Easter. Some may prefer lamb or veal. This 

is usually well roasted or cooked as well as other meats prepared in advance so that the festivity of the day 

will not be burdened with preparation and all may enjoy the Feast. 

 

BUTTER (Maslo - pronounced ma-slo) This favorite dairy product is shaped into the figure of a 

lamb or small cross and decorated as the cheese. This reminds us of the goodness of Christ that we should 

have toward all things. 

 

SAUSAGE kielbasa - A spicy, garlicky sausage of pork products, indicative of God's favor and 

generosity. 



BACON (Slanina - pronounced - sla-ni-na) A piece of uncooked bacon cured with spices. Symbolic 

of the overabundance of God's mercy to us. 

 

EGGS (Pisanki - pronounced - pi-sun-ki) Hard boiled eggs brightly decorated with symbols and 

markings made with beeswax. Indicative of new life and resurrection. 

 

SALT (Sol - pronounced sol') A condiment necessary for flavor reminding the Christian of his 

duty to others. 

 

HORSERADISH (Chrin - pronounced - khrin) Horseradish mixed with grated red beets. Symbolic 

of the Passion of Christ still in our minds but sweetened with some sugar because of the Resurrection. A 

bitter -sweet red colored mixture reminds us of the sufferings of Christ. 

 

These articles are placed in a wicker basket and a ribbon or bow is tied to the handle. A 

decorated candle is placed in the basket and is lit at the time of blessing. A linen cover usually embroidered 

with a picture of the Risen Christ or symbol with the words "Christ is Risen" is placed over the foods when 

brought to the church. In some places a large Easter Bread (Paska) is made and brought separately in a 

large linen cloth. If the origin of the people was from a wine growing region, a sweet wine may be brought. 

 

+   +   + 
 

On Holy Saturday, people everywhere will be taking baskets loaded with holiday foods to church for the 

traditional Easter blessing, which is a must prior to eating those exquisite foods. 

Neatly arranged in the baskets will be ham, slanina (bacon), chrin (beets with horseradish), salt, paska, 

kielbasa, hrudka (sirets), butter, pysanky (ornately decorated eggs) for decoration, colored eggs for eating 

and kolachi.  Some people may add candy and a bottle of wine to their baskets. 

After the foods are placed in the basket, an embroidered cloth cover is placed over them, and a blessed 

candle is fastened upright near the basket handle. 

For the first -timers who have never put together an Easter basket, let alone prepared foods for it, the 

whole process can be mystifying. Every cook has his or her favorite way of preparing these foods and of 

measuring the ingredients for them. 

 

Saint Monica Easter Basket Blessing ï Holy Saturday at 1:00PM 
 

 

 

May You Have A Most Happy, Holy, Blessed Easter! 



                                        Be Prepared       April 2017 
 

Be Prepared is a monthly periodical to help us prepare for active participation of the Liturgical year.  This may be in the 

configuration of different forms of Prayers, reminders of Church Solemnities, Traditional Practices, Festivities, Activities 

even Recipes.  Its purpose is to espouse our Catholic Faith in our daily lives, our homes, friendships and families.   

 

 

   The month of April is dedicated to The Holy 

Spirit. The first two weeks of the month falls 

during the liturgical season of Lent which 

is represented by the liturgical color purple 

ð a symbol of penance, mortification and 

the sorrow of a contrite heart. The 

remainder of the month is the beginning of the 

Easter season. The liturgical color is white ð the color of 

light, a symbol of joy, purity and innocence. 

 

As our Lenten journey comes to a close we prepare to 

follow Christ all the way to the cross and to witness His 

Glorious Resurrection. Hopefully we have sacrificed and 

prayed so that we are now able to more fully reap the 

fruits of a well spent Lent.  After our solemn 

commemoration of the last days and death of Our Lord 

we will spend the remainder of the month of April 

celebrating.  As Spring breaks forth even nature will join 

us as buds and blooms begin to surface and we spend this 

month basking in the joy of the Resurrection.  We 

continue throughout the entire month our cry, "Christ is 

risen, Christ is truly risen."  

 

The saints that we will focus on this month ð those who 

have already shared in the rewards of the Resurrection ð 

are St. Isidore (April 4), St. Vincent Ferrer (April 5), St. 

John Baptist de la Salle (April 7), St. Fidelis of 

Sigmaringen (April 24), St. Mark (April 25), Our Lady of 

Good Counsel (April 26), St. Louis Mary de Montfort and 

St. Peter Chanel (April 28) and St. Catherine of Siena 

(April 29). 

The feasts of St. Francis of Paola (April 2), St. Bernadette 

(April 16), St. George and St. Adalbert (April 23) and St. 

Pius V (April 30) fall on Sunday so are superseded the 

Sunday liturgy. The feasts of St. Stanislaus (April 11) and 

St. Martin I (April 13) are superseded by the Holy Week 

liturgies. The feast of St. Anselm (April 21) is superseded 

by the Easter Week liturgy. 

 

Alleluia, 

Alleluia, 

Alleluia!  

He is Risen! 

Rejoice and 

celebrate!   
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sacred Triduum in the Home 

The last three days of Holy Week have always been a time 

of special observance in Catholic homes. They are a 

period of quiet, recollection and prayer. In many places, 

even today people lay aside their usual occupations, in 

order to have ample time for prayer, meditation and 

attendance at church services. Children stop all noisy 

games and amusements. No musical instruments are 

played, radio and television are not used except for 

appropriate religious programs, no comics are read, and 

all members of the family fast a little more than during 

the rest of Lent.  

This atmosphere of penitential devotion and quiet during 

the three great days of Holy Week is an experience that 

deeply affects the children and helps them more than any 

words could do towards an understanding of how 

important Christ's passion is for each one of us. It also 

induces them to meditate, mourn and pray with all 

sincerity. Thus, the grace of God is poured into their 

hearts, and great supernatural blessings are given them 

in these days.  

Parents and older children, who attend the solemn 

services of holy liturgy as they were restored in their 

original form by Pope Pius XII, should not fail to procure 

and use some of the booklets recently published which 

explain the services and provide an English translation of 

the sacred texts. If at any time mere attendance is not 

sufficient but conscious participation in the sacred rites is 

called for, this certainly applies to the triduum of Holy 

Week.  

 

 

Easter Sunday in the Home   Many families 

have their own traditions for this holiday. 

Traditions are important hallmarks of family 

life, a large family meal and gathering, an 

Easter egg hunt, a visit to a loved oneôs 

home.  If you do not have a ñtraditionalò 

Easter celebration yet, begin one this year.  Of course, 

start off the day with Mass and then plan a traditional 

Easter meal with close family and friends.  
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